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 DSLR To Mirrorless – Martha Tressler



Editorial
by Joss Woolf

4 • BSoUP in focus

The success of our extraordinary pursuit is 
dependent upon so many different factors; for 
starters, the ability to dive, artistic flair, computer 

skills, a certain degree of wealth, an understanding of photography, an in 
depth knowledge of your camera and at least half a brain.  But, boy how those 
cameras have changed.  I can remember, 15 years ago when I first joined 
BSoUP, listening to poor advice, I splashed out on a new film camera, the 
Nikon F100 (because, I was informed, digital was never going to take off).  The 
following year, on an annual Red Sea trip, several veterans of our sport were 
tenderly fondling their new Nikon D200s in their smart new housings with huge 
dome ports.  How envious I was!  And yet, when you look back, how tiny those 
little display screens were by today’s standards.  I am happy to tell you that I 
have since moved on from film.

But now, partly due to ever increasing airline baggage costs,  the trend for many 
is to go smaller, embracing the huge technological advances of the considerably 
less heavy mirrorless range of cameras.  They are cheaper, much lighter and less 
complicated to use.  But what about the results?  Martha Tressler, long-serving 
BSoUP member and former Nikon SLR afficionado, has taken the plunge.  Read 
inside how she got on with her first trip using the new kit, earlier this year. 

Your in focus team: Chris, Mike, Paul and Joss

BSoUP
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Ken,  when I asked you for this 

interview, I had forgotten that 

you were once editor of this very 

magazine and in fact you had already 

been asked a few of the usual 

questions (no plagiarism, honestly) 

back in 2004 by Pat Morrisey who 

took over from you!  You’ve been 

around for so long we’re now 

interviewing you again. 

Where are you from originally?

I am a Londoner. I can trace details of my 

family back to 1799 as our family have 

kept a Big Bible listing all the births, deaths and 

marriages etc. from that time.

 

I have now passed it on to my son Sean, who 

has two sons, to ensure it keeps on going.

When we have a family diving holiday I can fill 

10 places (a boat full) with my family members 

and a few old friends who come along just for 

the fun. Last year we added one more onto 

our Red Sea boat trip when my great grand-

daughter Izzy, aged two, came along and got 

into the water with me, her mum and dad and 

grandma and grandad, just floating around in a 

rubber ring as if it is what you do every day.

 

As one of the great pioneers of underwater 

photography, give me a bit of your diving 

history and how it led to underwater 

photography. 

I joined the Stevenage Sub Aqua Club on the 

2nd October, 1965, and did my first dive in 

Swanage Bay on the 9th July, 1966. Yes, it took 

that long in those day's, but it was very detailed 

and we were a new club following all the rules.

What camera did you start with?

Ah! My first camera was my lovely wife's  Kodak 

compact camera. I had to slightly modify the 

shutter release button so that I could operate it 

through the Perspex casing I had made and she 

never realised this for some months and then 

one day she spotted the tiny threaded hole I had 

drilled and tapped to facilitate this.

So I bought her a new camera and bought my 

first Nikonos III followed by a Nik5. I then made 

adaptors and framers for these so I could take 

macro shots, Nikon also did something similar, 

so I just made my own versions of these. I then 

bought my first underwater housing and started 

making my own ports and a good friend of 

Through Snell’s Window  
in focus editor Joss Woolf interviews Ken Sullivan

Ken Sullivan is one of the great veterans of underwater 
photography and has been diving for more than forty-
five years.  However, it was twenty years before he took a 

camera down with him.   Today, at more than 80 years of age, he 
is still active as an underwater photographer and engineer, making, 
customising and repairing camera equipment and housings.

Left: My first sea dive taken in Swanage 
sitting in our club boat, 1966 in all my 
'Home made Kit' and ready to go.
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mine showed me some industrial coolant hose 

which then became 'Bendy Arms' and I made 

dozens of them for friends and I still use them 

to this day.

What do you use now?

I have a Nikon D300 in a Sea & Sea housing 

which suits me fine, although something a little 

lighter in weight would be nice.

 

I think you were – and still are - an 

Engineer….

Once an Engineer always an Engineer. C.Eng 

.M.I. Mec E 

I originally worked for an Industrial Instrument 

company, joining as an apprentice at 15  and 

retiring forty years later on a full pension. Forty 

years work is enough for any person.

 

Since then I have been a 'Retired Engineer', 

enjoying designing and making 'things' for 

friends and family in my own home workshop. 

Do you have any favourite photographers?

Martin Edge is my man. I have known Martin 

for many years and he is the person that has 

inspired me from my first 'teach-in' with members 

of my club in a pond in his back garden. I am 

going on my next course with Martin in July this 

year. I suspect we will have to go back to basics 

as I have picked up so many bad photographic 

habits since my early training days, mind you 

a few G&Ts might help us with the evening 

inquest. 

What type of marine life attracts you 

the most?

 

I love all marine life - the long, the short and the 

tall. Octopus I love because of the interactions 

you can have with them. I have spent many 

happy times sitting on the sand with them 

touching my hands with their tentacles and 

placing a finger on their heads and watching 

them trying to work out what was going on. It’s 

like underwater Yoga and not something you 

can do without quiet calm concentration. In the 

right conditions I have been very close to some 

big sharks, they are just awesome.  

Tell me about your favourite dive locations.

My favourite locations are many; the 

Galapagos, Red Sea, in fact most places where 

I can enjoy the wildlife and share personal time 

with family and friends.

 

Have you ever had any diving 

mishaps? 

No diving mishaps, yet, but I do have some 

great buddies with whom I have shared my air 

on a few occasions.

 

Tell us about your involvement with BSoUP 

In the past I have dived with all the 'old' BSoUP 

members and I am currently the Hon President 

of the Stevenage Sub Aqua Club and a 

committee member of SUPS.

Top left: Tiger Shark,  Taken at the 
Bahama Banks Dec 2008

Below: Lemon Shark, Taken at the 
Bahama Banks Dec 2008
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Reproduced from in focus 78 
(Spring 2004) by Pat Morrissey

Ken Sullivan, erstwhile 
editor of In Focus magazine, 
gives us a few words of wisdom 
now that he's handed over the 
editorship to spend more time 
with his cameras...

Which underwater photographer influenced you most?
Martin Edge must take most of the blame for my underwater 
enthusiasm and expenditure over the past twenty years. In 1980 I 
bought a Nik III on a business trip to Hong Kong and expected to 
get the results I'd seen in the magazines. Ha. After some research 
I 'found' Martin, and over the next year or three I, and some of 
my buddies, did all Martin's courses, what a difference! Later, 
a holiday in Eilat and Martin's 801s Subal housing in my hands 
convinced me this was the way to go, doubling my acceptable shots 
per roll to two.
What is your favourite subject to photograph? Big stuff! I love 
to be in the water with Sharks, Dolphins, Seals, Sea lions and 
Whales. I know it sounds a bit scary, but I would love to be able to 
communicate with these wonderful creatures, it's where I get my 
underwater' buzz'.
Where is your favourite dive location? I would say the Galapagos, 
because it has wall-to-wall fish and the chance to see most of 
the big pelagics, plus lots of land based creatures when you're 
'decompressing'. Egypt is also a great favourite. It has some of 
the finest soft corals in the world, a large selection of creatures 
from sharks to nuclibranches and a fine choice of wrecks, all at 
affordable prices. Go in a group and you can choose when, 
where, with whom and how you dive.
What is your greatest achievernent in underwater 
photography? Probably winning the DIVER Trophy in 1998. 
But nothing replaces the feeling I get every time I enter 
the water to enjoy the weightless freedom we get in the 
underwater world - long may it continue.

(Stevenage Underwater Photographic Society) 

and a member of Photo-Sub.

Usual question: what advice would you give 

to people starting out at the present time 

and indeed to people who have already 

been taking photographs for a while?

My philosophy on life, enjoy what you have, like 

the pictures you take and treat other folks as you 

would like to be treated and look after yourself.

I know that you’re a bit of a health guru; 

what is your philosophy for healthy living? 

I have found that a little Yoga and meditation 

help when the going gets tough.

Have you ever won any major competitions?

I am not a "Pot Hunter"; if my friends like my 

pictures, that is great. I have sold a few, but that 

just pays for the next trip.

 

My best Award was the, 'Diver Trophy' (see 

images)I won in 1998, John Bantin reckons he 

was the model; he does have long legs…..

kensunderwaterphotography.com

Octopus, Taken in the Red Sea 5 October 2016
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In September 2016 a group of 
lawyers set up a donation page 
and invited professionals to donate 

a sum equivalent to a single billable 
hour of their time. The campaign was 
called Billable Hour and it raised over 
£200,000. All the money went to 
Save the Children to help them in their 
incredible efforts to aid refugees.  It is 
a charity I have always supported but 
now I am retired from legal practice, 
I no longer have any billable hours to 
donate. The legal charity where I now 
volunteer does not charge for my time.  
However, I do have more time for dive 
travel and underwater imaging.

Sitting in a grotty pub in Uxbridge the 
night before starting a trip to Bali and 
Alor in Indonesia, I suggested to my 
wife Pat that we each donate £1 for 
every new species of Nudibranch we 
took a picture of whilst on the trip.  
She readily agreed.  I then tweeted my 
proposal on Twitter (twitter handle @
divinglawyer) and retired to the airport 
hotel before our flight to Singapore 
and Denpasar.  I was amazed next 
morning to find several lawyers and 
non-divers were proposing to match 
my donations and were copying in 
Zoological Society Twitter friends who 
might be able to independently verify 

the different species (typical lawyers).  
The challenge was on.

Our original plans were to spend 
several days at Scuba Seraya in Bali, 
but the resort had to close because 
of the fear of an imminent eruption 
by Mount Agung.  We rearranged 
to stay at Mimpi Resort Menjangan 
in the far west of Bali.  It was a far 
longer journey by car from the airport, 
not helped by arriving on a public 
holiday.  However, the rooms were 
comparable to Scuba Seraya’s and the 
resort is built by a hot spring so there 
are private hot if slightly sulphurous 
outside plunge pools for after dives.  
There is no shore diving, unlike Scuba 
Seraya and most of the dives are on 
the reefs fringing Menjangan Island 
which is a 30 minute boat ride.

The next day we were off at 9.00 am 
for 2 dives on the reefs of the island.  
Disaster struck almost immediately 
as my video housing developed an 
unrepairable leak.  It was over to @
mrsdivinglawyer to do the photgraphy 

The #nudidude 
challenge
by Paul Statham 
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whilst I was spotter.  Our first 2 dives 
yielded 10 species of Nudibranch. 
They were pleasant but unremarkable 
reef dives with lots of healthy coral 
but not enormous numbers of fish, 
although another couple staying at the 
resort had a passing whale shark on 
their first dive on the same day.

I tweeted some of the images only 
to discover there are twitter bots that 
retweet any mention of #nudibranch.  
I also discovered lawyers are not 
the only pedants as the organiser 
of the 2nd part of our trip, Susie 
Erbe, pointed out that one of the 
images was a Flatworm.  It was time 
to redefine the challenge to count 
all Flatworms, Sea hares, Sidegill 
slugs, Sap-sucking slugs etc. under 
the new hashtag #nudidude which I 
had first heard used by Fiona Crouch 
on a previous BSoUP trip.  It seemed 
appropriate to cover the wider 
category.

The second day yielded a further 
9 species.  I assumed that having 
crossed off the most common species 
it would get harder to photograph new 
species.

On the 3rd day we opted to take a 
car journey to Secret Bay which is 
a shallow muck dive right next to 
the ferry terminal to Java.  We were 
expecting cooler waters as it is right 
next to the deep narrow Bali channel 
separating the island from Java.  

However, the water was 30 degrees, 
warmer than Menjangan and not 
very productive for #nudidudes.  We 
added 2 to the total along with robust 
and harlequin ghost pipefish and a 
seahorse.  I also rigged up our spare 
camera, a Panasonic Lumix in a 
plastic housing, with my video lights as 
a makeshift video camera.  The spare 
had been on numerous trips, but I had 
never used it in the plastic housing 
underwater.

For our final day's diving in Bali we 
took the one hour drive to Puri Jati.  
This is another shore dive and a 
similar site to Scuba Seraya’s house 
reef.  It would not be possible to 
dive if the surf was up, but it was 
lovely and calm and again very 
warm at 30 degrees.  We spotted 
and imaged 6 new species including 
an Armina Semperi and a Hairy Sea 
hare (Bursatella leachii) which were 
new species for me.  There were also 
lots of what the guide called “Sheep 
nudis”.  We realised he meant “Shaun 
the Sheep” nudibranchs (Costasiella 
Kuroshimae).  Having seen Pash 
Baker’s recent photos, they were on 
my list to see but I hadn’t realised how 
tiny they were.  They were definitely 
super macro subjects.  If only my video 
housing hadn’t flooded, my flat port 
and Subsee +10 would have been the 
perfect setup.

The next day we travelled back to 
Denpasar for an overnight stop before 

Above: goniobranchys leopardus. Below: Jorunna rubescens
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Above: Micromilo undata. Below: Nembrotha cristana juvenile Above: Micromilo undata. Below: Puri Jati; Sea Hare
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The biodiversity of the region is borne 
out by the fact that at the end of 8 
days of very varied diving we had a 
grand total of 92 claimed separate 
species photographed or videoed.  
Added to the 27 species from Bali, 
that made a grand total of 119 
species.  Photos of each were put in 
dropbox and shared with those who 
had promised to match our donations 
to Billable Hour.  They proved less 
pedantic when it came to contributing 
to the cause which meant we raised 
over £550 for the Billable Hour 
charity.  Had I been able to post more 
photos on social media during the trip 
I think I could have raised even more 
interest.  I see on the Damai website 

that they are now installing a new 
satellite internet service so there will be 
no excuse in the future.  My next trip 
is to the Solomon Islands in October 
when I will challenge the guests on the 
Bilikiki to beat 119 species.

In the meantime, if anyone else 
would like to meet the challenge of 
119 species in 12 days diving or 
wishes to contribute to the charity, the 
Billable Hour website is at http://www.
billablehour.org/.

Paul Statham (@divinglawyer)

flying to Maumere in Flores to join 
the Damai 1 for a trip around Alor 
and on to Kupang in Timor.  The 
boat is a very comfortable 40 metre 
traditional vessel accommodating 
12 divers on our trip together with 
Susie and Thomas Erbe who had 
organised the charter and were 
previous Dive Directors on the boat.  
The crew could not have been more 
accommodating, and it was by far the 
best service we had ever received on a 
liveaboard.  We explained to the crew 
and guests what we were doing and 
were then inundated with #nudidude 
signs underwater. Susie joined the 
challenge.  Probably her twitter 
handle @nudiSusie was a clue to her 
interests. We gathered so many photos 
that keeping an index of new species 
spotted was problematic.  Every 
evening was spent pouring over the 
field guides to decide if a photograph 
was a new species or a duplicate.  I 
am no expert on the classification of 
nudibranch species, but I am aware 
there has been a lot of renaming 
in recent years, so we also had to 
discount different names in different 
guidebooks for the same species.
#Nudidude highlights included 
a pair of Jorunna rubescens, one 
with an emperor shrimp hitching a 
ride, numerous melibe including a 
mating pair and a large Blue dragon 
Pteraeolidia ianthina which I videoed 
rolling up into a tight ball before 
rolling down a slope for 30 seconds 
and then unwinding again.

But #nudidudes were not the only 
things we saw.  There were all kinds 
of shrimp, numerous porcelain crabs, 
sea horses and pipefish, including a 
halimeda ghost pipefish which was 
on Susie’s list as she had never seen 
one before.  There were frogfish 
including hairy, scorpionfish including 
ambon dragonets and larger fish such 
as whitetip sharks, napoleon wrasse 
and a spotted eagle ray.  There were 
three different coloured rhinopias at 
Panyan village, where you surface 
next to the school to be greeted by 
waves from all the neatly uniformed 
children on the shore.  There were lots 
of octopus including a wonderpus that 
hung around obligingly for photos 
and video.  There was also the largest 
banded sea krait I had ever seen.

There was some cold water; my 
computer registered 23 degrees at 
one site.  Much like Komodo this was 
mainly in the South. There were also 
a few interesting currents.  The guide 
and two divers got caught in a down 
current that swept them off the reef 
and took them several kilometres 
from the original dive site to another 
island.  Fortunately, one of the crew 
on the Damai 1 saw them floating 
past and when we surfaced we were 
able to pick them up in the tender.  
Overall the diving was easy and the 
Damai 1 caters for photographers with 
a large dedicated camera room and 
individual rinse tanks for each diver by 
their kit.
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In love with Lembeh by Gill McDonald 

Over exotic seas and jungle 
green lies a hidden paradise. 
Nestling quietly between 

a serene island and the tip of a 
fascinating nation, the enigmatic 
Lembeh Strait awaits those who 
seek magic and wonder. The macro 
and super-macro photographic 
opportunities in this cradle of the 
bizarre are priceless. There are 
dragons and harlequins, walking fish, 
bumble bees and tigers, octopus that 
mimic other creatures and cuttlefish 
dressing finer than any Princess, 
flamboyant and radiant. Colour and 
life gone off the scales, all dwelling in 
a tiny patch of sea. 

Photography here is immensely 
rewarding whether you use a simple 
compact camera or something more 
substantial.

Though North Sulawesi is relatively 
remote, getting here from Europe is 
surprisingly easy. Take a long-haul 
on the wonderful Singapore Airlines 
to the truly fantastic Changi airport 
in Singapore. A brief couple of hours 
transit is followed by a short 3+ 
hours flight to Manado on Singapore 
Airline’s regional arm Silk Air. Your 
luggage travels end to end with no 
re-check in, and after a short drive 
from the small airport, as you weave 
through the traffic of the port city of 

Bitung, your first glimpse of the Strait 
glitters through the dense vegetation.

This tiny patch of sea is gently 
secretive about the many treasures 
it contains. At first sight, the water 
appears murky, dark and uninviting, 
but this is just a clever disguise. As 
the tropical jungle strolls down to 
the shore and lends its colour to the 
surface, the deceptively serene topside 
scene belies a universe of breathtaking 
life beneath, for this is one of the 
most remarkable epicentres of marine 
biodiversity on earth.

Active volcanos still bubble and froth 
in this area, and mineral-rich, reef-
supporting black volcanic lava and 
ash have created the foundations 
of the Lembeh Strait. The Strait also 
forms a kind of bottleneck in the 
surrounding sea, which results in an 
abundance of funneling plankton-
generating nutrients. The sand is 
black and mysterious, the conditions 
are extreme and force animals to 
adapt or perish. This partly explains 
the incredible variety of weird and 
wonderful creatures which deliver a 
menagerie of life beyond imagination.

This is the world of muck-diving and 
world-class underwater photography. 
The environment can be dirty and the 
visibility poor, because the best muck-
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diving is found where there is sand, 
rotting trees or coconut shells and 
debris. 

The activity, and description, evolved 
during the 1980’s. A group of divers 
on a liveaboard in Papua New Guinea 
decided to jump in while moored up 
one day. The crew tried to deter them, 
as they lay in a shallow, silty inlet far 
from any recognised dive site. But, 
in they went and the rest is history. A 
whole new type of diving and marine 
scientific knowledge was born out of 
the wonders they experienced.

It takes some getting used to. If I had 
not put my complete trust in the local 
experts, I would have imagined I had 
come to the wrong place. As I slowly 
sank onto the coarse, black sand for 
the first time it was tempting to feel 
disappointment. All I could discern 
were a few strands of weed, a rope 
and a discarded shoe in far flung 
patches across the gloom.

But while I slowly drifted and my focus 
adjusted, life started to emerge almost 
supernaturally out of the gloom. Here, 
the cutest little baby, yellow boxfish 
hiding behind a clump of weed, there 
a flamboyant cuttlefish. A closer look 
revealed busy resident shrimps and 
charming porcelain crabs around 
anemones crammed with ubiquitous 
Banggai cardinalfish and black and 
white clownfish. A bold, golf ball-
sized orange frogfish strutted by on 

its strange little fin-feet and a pair of 
languid cockatoo wasp-fish wafted 
and waved in the flow. Further on a 
rusting tin can came into focus and 
as I peered in I smiled, realising it was 
all worth it, as there, peeping back 
at me, was a charming little coconut 
octopus, guarding his rusty domain 
with absolute occupancy.

There are ambon scorpionfish, 
shrimps and nudibranchs of all 
colours, shapes and sizes, amazing 
mimic and wonderpus octopus, 
miniature boxer crabs and cute yellow 
seahorses wrapped around strands of 
weed. And in between, underneath, 
hidden away and found only by the 
most experienced and knowledgeable 
of eyes, the tiniest, most exquisite 
fragments of life - ‘Shaun the sheep’ 
and other sap-sucking slugs, bumble 
bee, tiger and harlequin shrimps, 
wispy Lembeh sea dragons and the 
endearingly cute pygmy sea-horse 
barely the size of your smallest 
fingernail. Truly a treasure trove of life 
and colour and delight. 

Packing underwater photography 
equipment for a long haul trip was, 
and remains, a precision exercise 
which has become even more 
challenging in these troubled days 
of extra security. But, there are few 
feelings so intensely pleasurable 
- being the geeky underwater 
photographer that I am - as unpacking 
those dispersed lumps of metal, optics 

01803 663012 - sales@sea-sea.com
www.sea-sea.com

OPTICAL DOME PORTS

OPTICAL DOME PORT II 100
FOR FISHEYE LENSES
100mm OPTICAL GLASS DOME

OPTICAL DOME PORT II 165
FOR FISHEYE AND WIDE-ANGLE LENSES
165mm OPTICAL GLASS DOME165mm OPTICAL GLASS DOME

OPTICAL DOME PORT II 230
FOR FISHEYE AND WIDE-ANGLE LENSES
IDEAL FOR HALF-IN-HALF-OUT SHOTS
230mm OPTICAL GLASS DOME
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Above: Charismatic hairy frogfish on the distinctive black Lembeh sand
Below: Tiny ‘Sean the sheep’ (sap-sucking slug) with a minute baby visible to the left

Above: Zebra crab with eggs perched on a fire urchin
Below: Proud dotto nudibranch amid just-laid eggs.
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Top: Supermacro detail of mantis shrimp eye
Above left: Loch’s chromodoris nudibranch
Above: Delicate bubble-shell sea slug
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Above: Cute coconut octopus guards his rusty domain with absolute occupancy
Below: Beautiful flamboyant cuttlefish shows off his vast array of rapidly changing 
colours

Above: Yellow goby in a bottle, with a damselfish looming behind it
Below: Whip coral goby guards eggs
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Focus On  
Competition Results

DECEMBER
OPEN PORTFOLIO - 
RESULTS

Congratulations to Mark Drayton 
who was the winner of this year's 
Open Portfolio Competition.

Congratulations also to Taner Atilgan 
and Martyn Guess who came second 
and third respectively.

The 22 entries were judged by 
Rob Bailey.

The top six:-
1 Mark Drayton
2 Taner Atilgan
3 Martyn Guess
4 Marco Gargiulo
5 Cathy Lewis
6 Susannah Snowden-Smith

1st Mark Drayton
Mark's images comprised Sweetlips 
on Liberty wreck, Bali; Over/Under 
shot from the lagoon, Gubal Island, 
Northern Red Sea, Egypt; Sunburst, 
Fan and Fish, Amed Reef, East Bali; 
Skunk Anemone Fish on white balled 
anemone, Dumaguete, Negros Island, 
Philippines; Peacock Mantis Shrimp 
with eggs, Lembeh, North Sulawesi; 

and Cleaner Shrimp. Seraya House 
Reef, Tulumban, Bali.

2nd Taner Atilgan
Top Left (Pg 33): Coral and Silhouette 
Diver, La Paz, Mexico. As a habit, 
when the sun is at a proper place, I 
never miss the chance to take close 
focus wide angle pictures.

Top Middle: Playing Sea Lions - La 
Paz / Mexico

At our first dive in Los Islotes, so many 
sea lion puppies were playing wildly 
inside the cave. They were all around 
and trying to bite everything they could 
find on us. After a while, one of them 
brought me this beautiful starfish to 
play with. I could only take 2 or 3 
pictures and this is one of them.

Top Right: Gorgonia and Silhouette 
Diver / Maldives

Bottom Left: Nurse Shark Reflection 
– Maldives. After having a night dive 
with Nurse sharks, because of the 
light at the back of our boat, they kept 
coming close to the surface. I had 
the opportunity to snorkel with these 
beautiful creatures for almost 3 hours. 
In one of the pictures they had this 
attractive reflection.

and batteries, wielding the silicon 
grease and an Allen key and pulling 
them together into something whole 
and functional. The anticipation and 
excitement on the first day of a trip, 
when the travel is done, the camera 
is ready and a cold beer is in hand is 
something very special.

However, one thing that caps that 
feeling is returning to the resort 
bursting with impatience, knowing 
something is on your memory card 
that is worth a closer look. Loading 
it onto the screen and seeing a 
successful capture is one of the 
greatest feelings in the world. I often 
wonder how to explain this addiction, 
this apparent madness to non-diving, 
non-photographic friends. “So you 
dive underwater with a tank on your 
back breathing out of a big tube, then 
hover over black sand with nothing to 
see in all directions except debris?” 
“Yes!”. “And you stay in one place 
for over an hour trying to focus your 
bulky camera on something the size of 
your fingernail that you can barely see 
with the naked eye?” “Yes!”. “Why?”. 
Then I show them a photo of a dotto 
nudibranch, all bubbles and bobbles 
curled round its newly laid eggs, and 
one of a whip coral goby guarding its 
eggs, and they say “ohhhhhh, wow, 
that’s amazing!!” and it’s worth every 
second.

Underwater photography demands 
a large dollop of patience. Someone 

once said the more you get in the 
water the luckier you get, and it is 
true. But also knowing your camera 
and equipment inside out, whatever 
level it may be at, and continually 
reading, learning and absorbing 
knowledge, hints, tips and information 
and practice are the other factors. 
Read books, take courses, go on 
workshops. The sure fire way to 
improve is to hang out with other 
photographers and constantly learn.

There are a reasonable number of 
resorts around the Strait with a variety 
of offerings and comfort and all have 
well placed and thought out camera 
facilities. None are obtrusive; they 
are well spaced and integrate with 
the rich natural surroundings in a very 
sympathetic way. One gets the sense 
more of exotic jungle and discreet 
local villages than developed tourism.

The Lembeh Strait holds many 
treasures and secrets, and there is only 
one way to unlock them and make 
your own photographs of this very 
special place. Check it out, book it up 
and get on the plane.

After three years in North Sulawesi, 
Gill has recently moved to Anilao in 
the Philippines as the resident photo 
pro at Aiyanar Beach and Dive Resort. 
Gill runs tailor-made courses and 
workshops at Aiyanar - contact 
gill@gillmcdonald.com for details.
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Bottom Middle: Snooted Black 
Headed Mediterranean Blenny - 
Bodrum / Turkey

Bottom Right: Manta Reflection – 
Maldives. As well as the nurse sharks, 
I also had the same opportunity to 
snorkel with these magical animals.

3rd Martyn Guess
Image 1 Peacock Mantis with clutch 
of soon-to-hatch eggs. Nikon D5, 
Nikon 105mm. Retra snoot over Inon 
strobe. F22 ISO 400 1/320th. Seraya, 
Tulumben, Bali.

Image 2 Great hammerhead Shark, 

Bimini Bahamas. Nikon D800, Nikon 
16mm,2 x Subtronic strobes, F16 ISO 
400 1/200th.

Image 3 Tiny red Frogfish Dauin 
Philippines. Snoot over Inon strobe. 
Nikon D800 , Nikon 105mm,1/320th 
ISO 500 F20.

Image 4 Honey comb Moray with 
cleaner shrimp. Seraya Tulumben 
Bali. Nikon D5, Nikon 105mm, F18 
1/320th ISO 400.

Image 5 Amed, Bali. Dappled light 
dive. Nikon D5 Nikon 16mm, 2 x 
Subtronic 270 strobes, 

Above: Open portfolio, Winner, Mark Drayton, Top Right, 2nd place, Taner Atilgan 
Bottom Right, 3rd place, Martyn Guess
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F14 ISO 800 1/200th.

Image 6. Nudibranch Tulumben, Bali. 
Snoot over Inon Nikon D5 Nikon 
105mm F22 1/320th ISO 400.

JANUARY
FAVOURITE IMAGE OF 2017 -
RESULTS

Congratulations to Mark Harris 
who was the winner of this month's 
competition. Mark's image of two cave 
divers was taken in the Chac Mool 
cenote, Yucatan.

Congratulations also to Christopher 
Mason Parker and Paul Short who 
came second and third respectively. 
Christophe's image was of a young 
green turtle taking a breath of air. 
Paul's image was of a moray eel and 
cleaner shrimp.

The 40 entries were judged by 
Richard Smith.

The top six:-
1 Mark Harris
2 Christophe Mason-Parker
3 Paul Short
4 Joseph Litt
5 Catherine Holmes
6 Martyn Guess

1st Mark Harris
Taken with a 2010 Panasonic GF1 
housed in an INON X2. No strobes. 

Lens was a Lumix 7-14mm rectilinear, 
set on 7mm. Camera settings were 
F5.0, 1/30s, ISO400. With this 
camera setup, I rarely go above 
ISO400 as the noise impairs the 
image quality. However opening up 
the aperture to F5.0, I need to be 
careful with the plane of focus due to 
drop-off of edge sharpness through 
my dome port. And of course at 
1/30s, I need to be very still, and 
anything moving needs to do so 
slowly! And these are just the technical 
challenges.

The location was Chac Mool cenote 
in the Yucatan. My buddy Laura Storm 
and I chose this location in the hope 
that we could get there early (in the 
cenote by 10:00) and have no cloud 
cover. We were fortunate on both 
counts, and the anticipated light show 
began. It's an ethereal experience like 
no other, as you are enveloped in the 
illumination, with laser-like beams 
surrounding you as you descend. 
Getting there early means that there 
aren't scores of other divers stirring up 
sediment; the divers you do encounter 
tend to be technical, therefore more 
careful and much more photogenic. 
As an underwater photography 
experience, we loved it so much that 
we returned to the same location 
again a week later.

I had a number of images I was happy 
with, but I chose this one due to the 
light and shadow combinations. 

Above: Mark Harris's image, Winner,  Focus On Favourite Image of 2017. 
Below: 2nd place, Christophe Mason-Parker.    
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With a laser show that could have 
emanated from an overhead alien 
spacecraft, the diver shadow over 
to the right had contorted into an 
alien-like form as well. 'The Abyss' in a 
cenote.

One last point - even though this is a 
micro four thirds production, I cropped 
it to 3:2, as the image was printed for 
an exhibition where this aspect ratio 
was mandatory.

2nd Christophe Mason-Parker
This image was shot at Bird Island in 
the Seychelles. On a rising tide, green 
turtles visit the shallow waters on the 
west coast of the island to feed on the 
extensive seagrass beds. Many of the 

turtles are skittish around snorkellers, 
but after thirty minutes in the water 
with this particular green turtle, it 
began to accept my presence. Turtles 
can often feed for hours on end, 
stopping every few minutes to take 
a breath of air. It was during one of 
these breaks, when it surfaced to take 
a gulp of air, that I managed to fire 
off this split shot with the island in the 
background.
 
Shot with a Canon 7D and Tokina 
fisheye lens, using an Ikelite housing 
and 2 x DS160 strobes. The camera 
settings were ISO100 1/125 at f10'

3rd Paul Short
Having dived Playa Blanca in 
Lanzarote on a regular basis I knew 
this moray had been residing at the 
caves dive site for a few months. I 
decided to try a snooted shot with a 
50mm Canon EF lens the snoot I had 
was an Inon snoot that needed to fit 
a retra strobe. After a few attempts 
I found a way to make it stay where 
I wanted it so it would give me 
the  beam diameter I needed to fit 
the moray's head into the shot. On 
approach to the dive site I could see 
the moray's head moving in and out 
of the cracks in the larva reef and to 
my surprise there were two cleaner 
shrimps taking it in turns to clean the 
moray. Twenty minutes later and a lot 
of near misses with the snoot not in 
the  right position I finally got 
the shot.

3rd place, Paul Short  Focus On Favourite 
Image of 2017
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Canon 5dmk111 Subal housing
Retra strobe. Canon 50mm ef f1.2 1 
modified snoot 1/200sec F18 ISO200

FEBRUARY
BLACK & WHITE - RESULTS

Congratulations to Bob Anthony 
who was the winner of this month’s 
competition with an image of a 
Jellyfish, taken in Jellyfish lake, Palau.

Second and third were Nicholas 
More and Mark Harris respectively. 
Nicholas' image was of a Tawny Nurse 
Shark, taken in Bimini, Bahamas. 
Mark's image was of an encrusted 
statue taken off the coast of Isla 
Mujeres Mexico, at the Museo Sub 
acuático de Arte - a portrait from the 
Silent Evolution installation.

31 entries were submitted and these 
were judged by Christian Llewellyn.

The top six:-
1 Bob Anthony
2 Nicholas More
3 Mark Harris
4 Pedro Vieyra
5 Peter Tatton
6 Arthur Kingdon

1st Bob Anthony
Taken in Jellyfish lake, Eil Malk Island 
in an area of Palau's Southern Lagoon 
between Koror and Peleliu.  The 
Jellyfish migrate from the Western 

side of the lake to the Eastern side, 
following the sun during the day and 
move back again during the night 
ready for the next day.  This shot was 
take late in the afternoon with the long 
snorkel swim to the sunny patch, which 
kept getting smaller and smaller and 
me getting further from the entry point.  
Whilst they are not of the stinging 
variety, when they come into contact 
with exposed flesh (Swimmers and T 
shirt only) there is a feeling, that even 
after 2 hours in the water, I was never 
able to get comfortable with and an 
even longer swim back.

Nikon D7200 with a Tokina 10 - 
17mm (at 11.5mm) in an Aquatica 
housing with 2 Inon Z240 strobes, 
ISO200, F18, 1/200th sec.

2nd Nick More
Tawny Nurse Shark, Bimini, The 
Bahamas. March 2017.

Nikon D500 & Nikon 10.5 Fisheye.
Nauticam Housing &  2 x Inon Z240 
Strobes. f/11 1/320th ISO200
B/W conversion in Silver FX

3rd Mark Harris
This statue is part of an installation 
created by artist Jason de Caires 
Taylor, at the Museo Subaquático 
de Arte (MUSA), off the coast of Isla 
Mujeres, Mexico. The installation 
is called ‘The Silent Evolution’, and 
consists of 400 life-size sculptures 
as well as work by other artists. The 

Left: Bob Anthony's 
Jellyfish image, Winner, 
Focus On Black & White. 
Below: 2nd place, Nurse 
shark image by Nicholas 
More.    
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challenge for me was to isolate one 
individual apart from the others (both 
statues as well as the multitude of 
inexperienced scuba divers clambering 
over them). The statue I chose was 
well-placed for the afternoon sun 
to highlight its face, with the marine 
growth alluding to head hair and 
a straggly beard. The expression 
is subjective - could be pensive, 
threatening or haunting, but definitely 
human.

The image was taken with a Panasonic 
GF1 in natural light. Lens was a Lumix 
7-14mm rectilinear, set on 14mm. 
Camera settings were F10.0, 1/60s, 
ISO400. It was taken on the 17th 

February 2017, at 15:29, at a depth 
of approximately 10 metres.

MARCH 
THEME PORTFOLIO - 
RESULTS

Congratulations to Terry Steeley who 
was the winner of this month’s Theme 
Portfolio competition with his images 
of sink holes in the Mexican Yucatan 
Peninsula.

Second was Mark Pickford with his 
colourful abstract portfolio and 
David Alpert came third with his 
portfolio of Truk Lagoon 
images.

Above: 3rd place, Focus On Black & White Statue by Mark Harris
Right: Theme Portfolio, Winner, Terry Steeley, Below right, 2nd place, Mark Pickford
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The 16 entries were judged 
by Josef Litt.

The top six:-
1 Terry Steeley
2 Mark Pickford
3 David Alpert
4 Nur Tucker
5 Rick Ayrton
6 Martyn Guess

1st Terry Steeley
It’s estimated that there are more than 
6000 secret underground caverns 
in Mexico's Yucatán Peninsula; 
naturally formed sinkholes created 
when the Earth’s surface collapses in, 
providing a gateway into a surreal 
and extraordinary underwater world. 
Pools of seductive turquoise-coloured 
water, incredible visibility, spectacular 
topography, 10,000 years of history 
and magical dancing sun beams are 
just a handful of the reasons you’d 
choose to visit. 

I never tire of diving the cenotes; each 
visit is unique and an absolute joy 
to explore for light lovers and divers 
alike. 

2nd Mark Pickford
To me this portfolio is really a 
composite abstract image that 
celebrates the vibrant colours of 
the reef; it is also concerned with 
texture. The individual images include 
nudibranchs, tube worms, and various 

coral polyps.  Most are snooted macro 
shots taken in Indonesia; the vibrant 
green is a fluorescence image of coral 
taken in Ambon. All images were 
taken with a Nikon D300 in a Subal 
housing.  I worked on three separate 
portfolios for this competition but 
submitted this one because I thought 
it was a little different and I loved the 
colours.

3rd David Alpert
Exploring the Wrecks of Truk Lagoon
Top Left - Bow Gun on the San 
Francisco Maru  - at 50m 

Top Middle (Pg 44)– Spare aircraft 
engine parts / cowlings in the hold of 
the Sankisan Maru

Middle left – Zero aircraft in the hold 
of the Fujikawa Maru

Middle Bottom – Diver approaches 
the wreck of the Emily Flying Boat.

Bottom Left – Diver in the engine 
room of the Fujikawa Maru.

Right – Diver entering the wreck of 
Japanese Submarine – I169

All pictures were taken in Truk Lagoon, 
Chuuk, Micronesia.

In January 2018 Manthos Fanaras 
from Skiathos, Greece and I spent an 
incredible eight days exploring the 
wrecks of Truk Lagoon. The lagoon is 
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Above: Josef Litt's Pacific white-spotted eagle ray image, Winner, Focus On Fish Faces. 
Below: 2nd place, Pepper moray eels by Arthur Kingdon

home to over 60 WWII wrecks – sunk 
during operation Hailstone when 
the US Navy attacked this strategic 
Japanese anchorage in the middle of 
the Pacific.
  
The contents of the warm, blue lagoon 
waters are often referred to as the 
ultimate in wreck diving. Yet despite 
this tag our experience there exceeded 
all expectations I had prior to the trip. 
Following the guides deep into the 
bowels of the sunken wrecks, to 
explore as far down as the lower 
engine rooms, one was left with a 
sense of enormous privilege to be 
able to witness and experience these 

vast WWII hulks still laden with so 
many artefacts – at first hand.

APRIL 
FISH FACE - 
RESULTS

Congratulations to Josef Litt who was 
the winner of this month’s In Focus 
competition Fish Faces with his image 
of an Eagle Ray from the Galapagos.
Second was Arthur Kingdon with his 
image of a group of Peppered Moray 
Eels. Charlotte Mosley came third with 
her image of a Spiny Head Blenny.

45 images were submitted and these 

Above: David Alpert's Theme portfolio, 3rd place.
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were judged by Keith Hiscock.    

The top six:-
1 Josef Litt
2 Arthur Kingdon
3 Charlotte Mosley
4 Rick Ayrton
5 Mark Harris
6 Spike Piddock

1st Josef Litt
Diving the El Derrumbe, or Landslide 
as it is also known, on the southeast 
shore of Wolf Island in the Galapagos 
is one of the most adrenaline-fuelled 
adventures I have ever experienced. 
The dive starts on a slope covered 
with volcanic boulders at a depth of 
roughly 20 metres, where the slope 
steepens and falls into the abyss. 
Pacific white-spotted eagle 
rays frequent this spot, and 
there is a good chance 
that they will come close 
to divers when gliding in 
the current. It takes some 
patience because they 
sometimes move away 
from the slope and come 
back later. The reward is 
worth the wait.

Canon 7D in Nauticam 
housing, Tokina 10-17 
fisheye at 17 mm behind 
8.5” Nauticam acrylic dome port, ISO 
100, f/5.6 1/90 sec, 2x Inon Z-240 
strobes.

2nd Arthur Kingdon
A group of pepper moray eels living in 
a pipe.

This was shot at Nuweiba using a 
Nikon D7000 in an Aquatica housing, 
with a Sigma 17-70mm lens, twin 
Inon Z240 strobes. 

3rd Charlotte Mosley.
I'm a newcomer to diving – I took it 
up after retirement – and this was my 
first year underwater with a camera.  
I’ve had the good luck to be taught by 
Henley Spiers, whose patience and 
enthusiasm are inexhaustible.  The 
spinyhead blenny was a good subject 
for a beginner as, unlike many of its 
fellow underwater creatures, it moves 
in only two directions: into its hole and 
out.

Above: 3rd place, Charlotte Mosley    
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I was on a trip with a friend using the 
Olympus OMD EM1, who travels with 
two complete camera set-ups and was 
happy to share. Four dives with his 
EM1 and I was sold. It was inevitable 

I guess, particularly when I saw the 
quality of the images I was getting. 
And then there was the size of the kit.  
(D7000 + 105mm lens = 1.6kg; 

EM10 + 60mm lens = 600grams…) 

But the EM1 is the top model and 
expensive, so I looked at the EM5. 
Then I emailed a few people for 
advice and credit to Duxy – he said, 
look at the EM10 and think about 
waiting for the Mark iii version which 
was due out soon. Sure enough, I 
couldn’t see any difference between 
the 5 and the 10 that mattered to 
me and a few months later the EM10 
Mark iii was released.  After all, what 
we are buying is a computer with a 
lens stuck on the front, so newer is 
almost always better.

Having done the buying we headed 
to NAD Lembeh at the beginning of 
March. It was the perfect place to 
try everything out as their camera 
knowledge is second to none, and 

It’s been a photographic journey, from Nikonos V to Nikon F90x 
to D100 to D7000.  The last one was purchased eight years ago.  
Eight!!!  When I got the D7000 I considered high end compact and 

mirrorless, but both failed the super macro test.  Eight years is a long 
time.  So when someone said ‘isn’t it time for you to get a new camera’ 
(not that he was hoping to sell me a new housing or anything…) it was 
time to think again.

Converted - the move 
from DSLR to Mirrorless!  
By Martha Tressler

their policy of one guide to two divers 
means you really can do what you 
want. I went with four lenses; the 
14-42mm which was the kit lens and 
a nice middle-distance option, the 
30mm and 60mm macro lenses (think 
60mm and 105mm on a cropped 
sensor dslr) and a 9-18mm zoom.  
Why the last one?  I was ruminating 

about wide angle, I don’t do much 
wide angle but I want the option, 
and Alex T pointed out that it uses 
the same port as the 14-42mm.  So 
for the price of a zoom ring and the 
lens itself (not very expensive) I had 
something that was sort of wide angle.

So, what did I find?  

1. It is so wonderful to be able to 
put all my photographic kit except 

the strobes in a photo backpack 
weighing about 8kg and carry it on 
to the airplane. And I could probably 
manage one strobe in the backpack if 
I tried.

2. I was ‘warned’ that I might find 
the autofocus a bit slow compared 

Nikon D7100 with 105mm lens vs 
Olympus OMD EM-10 with 60mm lens

Nikon 105mm lens vs Olympus 
60mm lens
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to what I was used to if, for example, 
I was trying to take big animal shots 
in fast situations.  Well I wasn’t and 
I didn’t.  Can’t comment on the 
autofocus performance in a sea of 
swirling sharks (not much of that 
in Lembeh), but I didn’t notice any 
difference – it was fine for what I was 
doing.

3. EM10 with the same buoyancy 
arrangements as I had previously 

is slightly more negative than the 
D7000, but because it is smaller in 
my small hand I found it easier to 
hold steady.  Additional buoyancy to 
be dealt with, but one downside to a 
smaller housing is fewer places to stick 
things!

4. I hate (hate!) having the o-ring 
in the door of the housing rather 

than on the front part of the housing.  
Those of you who have always used 
compacts or mirrorless will wonder 
what I’m on about, but I find I am 
unable to open the back without 
drops of water finding their way from 
the o-ring grove into the housing. 
I first discovered this when my lens 
fogged up half way through a dive (a 
couple of drops of water + mirrorless 
camera with electronic viewfinder 
generating heat = foggy lens). Once 
I knew the reason, was super careful 
about tipping the housing in the right 
direction, and was sure it wouldn’t 
happen again. It did. Twice.  Grrrr. So 
I now poke about with a tissue every 

Trapania nudibranch, 60mm lens + CMC1 Coconut octopus, 60mm lens

Costasiella nudibranch, 30mm lens + CMC1
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time I open the housing, stuff silica gel 
sachets in the back, and watch for any 
fogging. If I notice it starting to fog I 
turn the camera off immediately and 
then back on when I want to take a 
picture and it’s fine for the dive.

5. Super macro.  My nice small, 
camera with the tiny 60mm lens 

and the CMC1 on the front is a 
different world from the 105VR with 
the SMC.  No extra buoyancy on the 
port (I battled with the old set-up even 
with the extra foam collar we devised) 
and no problem holding it still.  
Wonderful!  As for the images, I’ve got 
tiny, tiny things (mostly nudibranchs..) 
sharp as you like.  Not every time of 

course but that’s nothing new!

6.Wide angle.  Lembeh isn’t known 
as a wide-angle destination but I 

managed a couple of wide-angleish 
dives. I knew that the 14-42mm was 
a nice mid-range lens as I’d already 
used it.  The 9 -18 is a bit of a 
compromise; sort of wide but not what 
I was used to, and no close focus. I 
know when I head to the Red Sea in 
June I will miss my Tokina 10-17. If I 
want to push further into wide angle it 
will mean a bit more investment.

The complete set-up with strobes, etc 
doesn’t look much smaller than the 
D7000.  But it is…

Indonesian reef scene, 9-18mm lens @ 12mm
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The EM10 takes stunning pictures – 
but I knew that before I went!

Ah yes, there was one other thing.  
The 45˚ viewfinder! I was a reluctant 
convert. As I take a lot of pictures of 
bottom dwelling creatures in the muck 
I understood the logic. But could 
I convert? Alex Mustard said in a 
Wetpixel article a while ago ‘Everyone 
hates a 45˚ viewfinder for the first 
five dives, this mellows to dislike 
for the next 10. After this period, 
the advantages of the 45˚ begin to 
blossom.’ I guess I’ve reached the last 
stage.  Occasionally I still find myself 
hunting for things in the viewfinder, but 
when Anthony handed me his D7100 

on one dive to take a nudibranch 
(mine was fogged, and it was 
something new) I could find nothing in 
his straight viewfinder! 

Round two in the Red Sea shortly – this 
time fewer titchy things, more fish and 
wide angle!

Tiger shrimp, 60mm lens
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